
INTERESTING HYSTERICAL PHENOMENA—A TRANSFER 

OF TACTILE TO VISUAL SENSATIONS.* 

By Frank R. Fry, M.D., St. Louis, Mo. 

The subject in whom the following experiments were pro¬ 

duced was a hysterical girl, aged 14 years. I shall not go into 

the particulars of her case at this time except to enumerate a 

few data in order to give an idea of the character of the subject 

and her condition. Before the time that my examinations were 

made, January, February and March, 1898, she had been under 

the observation of Dr. Geo. M. Tuttle, who felt secure in a 

diagnosis of ulcer of the stomach on account of hemorrhage, 

pains, etc., in fact, typical symptoms with subsequent exhaus¬ 

tion. In this exhausted condition she had repeated attacks of 

delirium, alternating with more quiet hallucinatory states.. 

She had frequently hemiopic hallucination and monocular di¬ 

plopia. Soon after coming under my observation there ap¬ 

peared a complete anesthesia and paralysis of the whole right 

side. She was anesthetic to touch, temperature and pain tests 

made in the usual way. 

Knowing of the Binet- experiments I had no difficulty in re¬ 

producing them in this girl. 1 directed her to look at the wall 

(a plain white surface) on the left side of her bed and to tell me 

what kind of ■objects she would see there. I then traced on the 

anesthetic (right) arm and forearm various simple geomet¬ 

ric figures: triangles, squares, circles, etc. She saw them 

distinctly on the wall, naming them without hesitation from the 

first. Letters and numerals carefully traced were recognized in 

the same way. The tracings were lightly made with the finger¬ 

nail or an ordinary lead pencil not much sharpened. When 

directed to look at a colored screen during the tracing she al¬ 

ways saw the figures surrounded by the color complementary 

to the one before her, i. c.7 while looking at the blue screen she 

saw the figures in a red field and vice versa. Only blue and 

red screens were used, but other tests revealed a perversion of 

color perception. 

* Read by title at the twenty-fifth annual meeting of the American 
Neurological Association, June 14 and 15, 1S99. 
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Simple objects placed in the hand (the anesthetic hand), and 

the hand closed upon them, were seen upon the screen, e. g.f 

an opened match box. A silver dollar was recognized as a 

disk. A handkerchief was tied about the wrist. She imme¬ 

diately announced on the screen “a dark arm and hand with a 

dark cloth tied around it.” Other tests quite as interesting 

Avere made. But I have related enough to draw attention to 

an interesting hysterical phenomenon, namely, that while the 

subject could not recognize in the ordinary way certain sen¬ 

sory impressions (tactile), she could interpret them by the aid 

of another sensory function (visual). The experiment of trans¬ 

ferring by suggestion a hysterical anesthesia from one area to 

another is a familiar one. What I have just described is sim¬ 

ilar, and I have implied as much in my title, but it is not exactly 

parallel. In the latter case a more complicated psychic pro¬ 

cess takes place. 

I saw my friend, Dr. Henry Hermann, of St. Louis, pro¬ 

ducing these phenomena ten years ago in a girl of about the 

.same age as my patient. In the St. Louis Polyclinic, August, 

1889, he made an extract from certain observations of Dr. Al¬ 

fred Binet, of Paris, who had studied the phenomena in twelve 

subjects. I do not believe the matter has been much noticed, 

otherwise there would have been more reference to something 

so interesting and instructive as this is. It has seemed to be 

a difficult matter to explain well the difference between hyster¬ 

ical and organic anesthesia. Some authors after considerable 

detail of description fail to convey an idea of what may be con¬ 

sidered the essential points of this difference. The above 

seem to me to be tangible data bearing on the subject. The 

object of this paper, however, is not to discuss the phenomena, 

Tut to prompt others to reproduce them in suitable subjects 

and thereby verify them. 

It may not lie out of place to state that great care was used 

in conducting these experiments. The nurse was carefully 

cautioned; and only she and persons who understood the 

necessity of caution were admitted to the room when the ex¬ 

aminations were being made. Our patient never knew at any 

time that the tracings were made upon the arm, or that this 

-member was used in any way in the process. She was curious 
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to understand how the pictures were produced. She con¬ 

stantly besought the nurse for an explanation, who finally told 

her that a small magic lantern was used for the purpose. She 

then frequently asked me when I would allow her to see the 

lantern. She was an intelligent and tractable child, a very 

good subject for this kind of work. 

Drs. H. Hermann, Given Campbell and M. A. Bliss, all fa¬ 

miliar with neurological work, witnessed the examinations. 

Subsequently the patient was under the care of Dr. E. C. Runge 

at the City Insane Asylum. Her case furnished many inter¬ 

esting features which I hope will be discussed by him at some 

future time. 

149. UN CAS DE TREMBLEMENT SEGMENT AIRE DANS LA SCLEROSE EN 
plaques (A Case of Limited Tremor in Multiple Sclerosis). 
Grasset (Revue Neurologique, 7, 1899, p. 270). 

In this case of a woman of forty years of age in whom there was 
an undoubted multiple sclerosis, with spastic gait, scanning speech and 
intention tremor, there existed an intention tremor of the right upper 
extremity. It presented all of the characteristics of an intention tremor 
of this disease, except that it was limited to the movements of the 
fingers on the hand and the hand on the upper arm. It appeared in 
its characteristic manner when the classical effort to drink water was. 
attempted. The fingers and wrist showed the changes in motion,, 
spilling the water, but the upper arm and body were perfectly quiet, 
though normally having some amount of tremor. Jelliffe. 

150. Due casi d’idiozia mixedematosa (Two Cases of Myxedematous 
Idiocy). E. Tanzi (Rivista di Patologia nervosa e mentale, 4, 

1899, P. MS). 
The author here describes and figures in a very satisfactory manner 

two very interesting cases of myxedematous idiocy. One was in the 
person of a girl of fifteen years of age, the other in a male of twenty- 
two. Both of them presented the characteristic cutaneous dystrophies, 
with arrest of development, skeletal, sexual and mental. Jelltffe. 


